
FEDERAL SAFE PASSAGE LAW
The Federal Safe Passage Law (18 U.S. Code § 926A) allows law-abiding individuals to transport unloaded firearms and ammunition across state lines 
for lawful purposes, even through states with stricter gun laws. To qualify, firearms must be unloaded and stored in a locked, inaccessible container, 
with ammunition also secured. This provision protects against prosecution during direct transit, but it’s an affirmative defense in some states, meaning 

individuals might still face arrest and need to assert this federal protection in court.

IMPORTANT NOTE:
There may be additional restrictions on carrying a handgun in states which do Not 
require a license or permit (e.g., must be 21 years of age or older, must Not otherwise 
be prohibited from possessing a firearm, etc.). CHECK THE LAW BEFORE YOU 
TRAVEL. If an officer asks, you will need to Notify them that you are carrying or risk 
being charged with misconduct involving a weapon.
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The information on this chart is solely an overview intended to provide general information and should not be considered legal advice. All rights to this 
reciprocity map are reserved. No part of this work may be copied or reproduced in any form or means without prior written consent from Right to Bear.
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